TTABA TIEPBAA

eMKuH uMmnepatop Puma Mapk Yiaenuit Hepsa Tpasan
NnepeKuBajl caMylo TPeBOKHYI) HOYb B CBOEH JKH3HH.
BUaHMBIH IMOKOH H Diaronojydue 4acTo TaaT B cebe HeBH-
AUMYIO YTPO3Y, MOXO0XKYK Ha CMYTHOe IpeJdyBcTBHe Oeibl
H nepeMeHbl cyAbObl. ITO nNpeaYyyBCTBHE TOMMUT AVINY, 00-
KJIaJIbIBaeT ee JIMIKHM IepeKUBaHHEeM CMYTHOH TPeBOrH,
NPHBOJAHUT B COCTOAHHe DecroKoHCTBa M He OTIYCKAaeT ee,
noka He OOBABHUTCA caMa NPHYHHA, KOTOpas 00pylIHTCH,
3aKPYKHT, HO TOr/la Jierde — yiKe 3Haelllb 4YTo.

HMmnepua Haxoaujachk B 3eHHTE CJIaBbl U MOTYIIECTBA.
Ee BHeNIHHe U BHYTPeHHHE Bpard ObLIM MOBepIKeHbl, CEHAT
nmpeZilaH UMIIepAToOpPy U FOTOB MCIOJHUTEL JIOOYIO ero npu-
XO0Tb, Hapoy o0oxecTBJIAET ero. Tem He MeHee, YTO-TO CMYT-
HOe U HesAcHoe DecnnokouT TpasdHa M He OTIYCKAeT ero M3
cBoeH BnacTH. M BOT Teneps elle 3TOT COH.

OH npHCcHHJICA eMy [IOJ YTPO H B CYHUTAHOE MTHOBEHHE
NepPeIMCTHYII Lenyw KHUATY cobriTui. EMy cHuica Oer, cTpe-
MHUTEJIbHBIH Oer oT Takou ke CTPeMHTEeNIbHO NpHOINKa-
meca cmeptd. OHa npecieioBajia ero B BUIe OTPOMHOTO
KpacHOTro ObIKa ¢ HAIUTBIMHU OT OemeHcTBa KpacHbBIMH IJla-
3amMH. BeIk Myasica 3a uMnepatropom mno yiauuaMm Puma. K
uMmneparop 6exxan, 6exan ogHH, YIHLE OBUIH IIyCTBIHHBI.
TpasH ¢ y»KacoM CJIbIIIa 32 CIIMHOM 37I0BEIIHH CTYK KOIIBIT
0 KAME@HHOH MOCTOBOH. MeJIbKaJIH YJIHIIbI, IePeyJIKH, IOBO-
POT HalpaBo, IOBOPOT HAJIEBO, CHOBA IIOBOPOT M CHOBA BIle-
pen. Ber mpojopkascs, H eMmy He Ob110 KOHIIa. BOKpyT HEro
HET HH eJHHOr0o 4eJjioBeKa, OH 0eXXUT COBEpIIeHHO OJHH.
Cpa3y He MOHATH, HOUB ATO WIH JAeHb. Bor oH mpobexan
MuMo dopyMma, enie ganbire — Kanuronuuckuu xouaM. Emy
Ka)keTces, 9To craceHde npuHeceT xpam IOnurepa. TpasH

7




cTpeMHTeIbHO BOeraeT B X0JIOAHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO Xpama —
BOKDYT IO-IIPEKHEMY HHKOIO HET, JIHIIb 3BeHAIAA THIIH-
Ha H craTyH 6oros. Ckopee Bnepes, TaM, 3a }XePTBEHHHKOM,
ecTh VKPBITHE. 3JI0BelHii CTYK KONBIT NpHbIMKaercs, Obik
B6eraeT B xpam. OH HarubaeT roJIoBy, H3 €ro HO3APEH BajuT
nap. Beix emotpurt. O, yxkac! OH CMOTPHT TyAQ, I/le ClIpATa-
¢a TpasH. Bpocok, H sKepTBeHHHK ONPOKHHYT. ClbIlIuTCS
rpoxot. Tpasau BuauT, kak cratys KOnuTepa najaer Ha Ka-
MeHHBIH noJ1. MeUIeHHO, CJIOBHO HEXOTH, OT HEe OTBaJIMRa-
eTcs roJ0Ba M NPBITaeT 110 HeMy, KaK MAYHK: CTYK, CTYK. Bor
OHA y¥Ke KaTHTCA M3 XpaMa II0 cTyleHbKaM. TpasH onsaTs
OeXXHT B yKace Bce fajibllle ¥ Aasibiie. Briepeau y cenara
CTOAT JIIOAH, 3TO ceHAaTOPbl. OHH paccTyNalTCA Iepe HUM,
oH mpoberaer MHMO HHX KakK CKBO3b CTpoM. MX B3riajel
yeTpemJieHBl HA HMIIepaTopa, CJIOBHO OIIEHHBAA ero IaH-
CBI. YeneeT HIH He yeneeT? ber npojoskaeres, CTPOH ceHa-
TopoB pykoiutemer. I'opsno TpasHa HazpsiBaeTcsa B KpHKe,
HO 3BYKa CBOEro roJjioca OH He ciabImHT. HUKTO He mymaer
ero crnacare. OH cHOBa OeXHT, ero CHJIBI Ha MCX0Jie, a c3a-
AH xpan OBIKa M CTYK, CTYK, cTyK. CHoBa Jiiogn. Kro 3T0?
[IpeTopuaHIbl H IEHTYPHOH BEITATHBAIOTCA B IPHBETCTBHH.
Onu Toxe paccrymaiores nepej HEM. MmnepaTop yxe He
KpH4HT. ['1e-T0 B rinybHHe ¢BOero co3HaHHA OH ACHO MOHH-
MaeT, 4TO He yCJablmarT H He nomoryT. OH 6exur. M cHoBa
HeT ymozied. Habepexxnaa Tubpa. Kakue-to siagyru, mosopor
Halpago, MoToM Hajyeso. Eme mar, on napaer. Cepaue pas-
priBaetca. Hy xxe! CnpaBa kakasa-To KaJMTKa, OHa pacrax-
HyJIach. Buana Qurypa sxenmmasl. Illar enepen, eme mar.
Cepaue 6rercs B rpyan kak nruna. JKenmuua 3aKpHBIBAET
KQJIMTKY, 3a/iBUTaeT 3acoB. /[peps nyboBas m npouynas, oHa
obuTa mMeztbio. Crasto 4yTs cnoxoitnee. Tam, 3a JBEPEBI0, CJIBI-
HIEH CTYK KOIBIT, OH yaauserca. MoxkHO B310XHYTh cBOOO/I-
HO, ONacHOCTh MHHOBasa. YbA-To pyka 6Geper ero nafoHb.
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ITO pyKa >KeHIMHBbI, OHA TelUlad M HekHasa. Ha cepaue
[MOKOH, OTIaCHOCTb No3ain. OHHM HAYT Ky[a-TO 10 TEMHOMY
kopuaopy. Cinyck BHH3, NObeM, CTYNIEHBKH: OJiHA, BTOpA,
ABEpb CJIeBa, CHOBA MOABEM, ellle OiHa ABepb. OHa MHUPOKO
pacnaxugaerca nepeia HUM. Yrto aro? Ceer. OclienuTenbHO
ApKHH cBeT. OH 3aKpBIBAeT IJ1a3a, HO CBET JIErKO IPOHHKA-
eT 4epes 3akpeiThie BekH. YTo xe eme? Eme — omynienue
nokod. M cHOBa cBeT, CBET H CBerT.

Tpasan npocHysica MOKpBHIH OT nora. Cawllnates KpH-
KH netyxoe. Hap PuMoM po3oBsIM myprnypom saropenach
yTpeHHsAA 3aps. Ellle He copcem npuas B cebs, ummneparop
cest Ha KpoBaTH. Ero bmyxxpaomui saryian derso npobe-
JKaJIcA 10 noyiympaky cnaiabHi. Huvero oco6ensoro. 'opat
CBETHJIbHHKH, Ha CTOJI€ CBEPHYTHIE H Pa3BePHYTHIE MHCHMA.
YTO-TO MPOYHMTAHO BYEpa Be4epPOM, HAa KaKHe-TO H3 HHX yiKe
HamucaH oTeer. Buepa oH Kak Bcerja jonosgHa paborad,
3TO YiKe BOLLIO ¥ Hero B NPpHBBIYKY. OQHO NHCBEMO elle He
MPOYHUTAHO, HE TO YTODBI HE XBATHJIO BPEMEHH, OH IIPOCTO
PElIHJI TOKa ero OTJIOXKHTE. 3TO MHCHbMO OT [pyTa IOHOCTH
u npaeutensa Budwuuaun [Inunus Cexynpa. Buepa, xorma
oHO GBUIO mosy4yeHo, TpadH pemns ero rnMoka He YHUTATH.
CnumxkoM MHOro 3a nocjegHue jBa JHs Op10 pazobpaHo
CKJIOK H ccop. CAHIIKOM MHOTO OBUIO MeJIOYHBIX Npockd M
OTKPOBEHHOH JiecTH. [I1McbMoO Apyra pafoBasio camo 1o cebe,
H HMIIEPATOP PEIIHJI OTJIOXKHTh €ro Npo4YTeHHe /0 3aBTpa.
Ho Tyt aT0T cTpanHbid cOH. B HepemuTensnocTy Tpasan mo-
momes K croay. Bor oHo, 3anedaraHo cyprydoMm. Ha nedatu
3HaKOMBIM OTTHCK. TpasaH ynplOHyncA. Pyka cama notaHy-
Jack K nuceMy. [lewats ciomMaHa, CBHTOK pasBepHYT. Kpo-
Me 0OBIYHBIX IPHBETCTBHH H IIOXKeJIaHHH 3/10POBbA ITHCHEMO
caMmo no cebe BHavasie He cofepKajlo HUYEro ocobeHHoro.
Ho AcHO uyBCTBOBANIOCH KAKAA-TO IVIaBHAA MBICIE, KOTOPYIO
IInuHHI ocTaBHi Kak OBl K KOHILYy ITHCbHMA.
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« Emre 06 ogaom nunry Tebe. ITo MoeM npuOBITHH B A3H10

A HalleJl MHOTHe Jles1a paceTpoeHHBIMH. IIpHuIocs co Beei
CBOICTBEHHOH MHE TOPAYHOCTbIO B3ATHCA 34 MX paspelle-
HHe. MHOTHX NPHULIOCE HaKasaThk MO CIpaBeJJIHBOCTH,
nabpl 3aK0H, KOTOPOMY, KaK Thl 3Haelllb, s IPHBBIK CJIy-
YKHTH, He Ob11 nonpaH. Mano-niomany [ejio HalaJuioCh, HO
OZIHO MeHS CMYINAJIO M cMywiaer Ao cero aua. O yem Tebe u
nunry. Kak Tel cam 3Haells, y>ke HeMaJIo NPHXOAHIOCh HaM
CTAJIKHBATECA € 3THM rpyObIM cyeBepHeM, Ha3bIBaA€MBIM
xpHcTHaHCTBOM. Born OyayT mHe cBHAETeNAMH, HeT boJlee
VIPAMOTO Hapoia, YeM 3TH CTOPOHHHKH pacnatoro llox-
tueMm IIunarom. Ckaxy tebe, 94TO MO NPHOBITHH A 3acTall
9Ty CEeKTYy BechbMa mnpouseraromed. Jo MeHa HHKTO Ha HHX
ocoboro BEEManua He obpaman. M 4To T AyMaels, cyese-
pHe NPOHHKJIO BechMa IIyboko. XpaMel 60ros 00esioaenH,
’KEePTBEHHBIX JKHBOTHBIX IIOYTH He nokymnaior. Cpefiu 3Ton
CEKThl YacThl COMHHTEbHBIE cOOpHINA reTepHH, Te, YTO THI
zanpeTHJ cBoHM reHuem. Knanycs IOmurepoMm, aaxe cpeu
BCAJIHHKOB, FTOBOPAT, €CTh HEMaJIo PHBEPXKeHIeB 3TOr0 HO-
Boro yaenus. OcobeHHo pacnpocTpaHeHO OHO CPe/H BJIOB H
BooOe xxeHIHAH. XOAAT YIOPHEIE CJIYXH, YTO HA CBOHX CO-
OpaHHAX 3TH XPHCTHAHE TBOPAT HeMaJIo Mep3ocTel U De3sa-
KOHHMH, XOTA CAMH OHH He OYeHb 3aMeTHBI. f, He JoKHAasAChH
TBOEro NpHKasa, HPpHHAA cTporue Mepel. HekoTopsix ocobo
VIIOPHEIX, He JKeJarIuX IPH3HATh TBOH IeHHH, 1 KazHHII.
[IpryeM A4 OCTPACTKH Npefiayl HX HEMAJIBIM IBITKAM IIPH-
mioaHo. Pesynbrar He 3aMeUIHN cKasaTbedA. CTasnu moce-
aTh XpaMbl HOroB M IMOKYIATh >KE€PTBEHHBIX KUBOTHBIX.
Ho Ha 3TOM A He ocraHOBHJICA, OOXeCTBeHHBIH. 3aXBaTHB
O/iHy pabBIHI0, 0 KOTOPOH A TOYHO 3HaJI, YTO OHA XPHCTHAH-
Ka, A Npejial ee NBITKaM C LeJIbI0 Y3HATh, YTO IPOHCXOAHT
Ha ux cbopumax. Ho, yBbI, Hu4ero He mocrur. PaGeIHdA Tak
H YMEpJia IoJ NBITKaMH, POBHBIM CYETOM HHYEro He CkKa-
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3aB MnpeaocyaurenbHoro. Mue yaanock BBIACHUTE TOJBKO,
qTO JIHH HX reTepuil HaselBaloTCA JAHAMH cosHLa. Ha ceoux
cobpaHHAX OHH NOIOT O PACHATOM H 0DpamalTCA K HEMY ¢
MOJIMTBOH. 3aTeM BKywawT Xn1ed u BuHO. CTapluHe U3 HHUX
MOY4al0T U HACTABJAIOT APYTHX B caMbIX 0OBIYHBIX Bemax. C
TeM M numy Tede. M He TONBKO NMHUINY, HO H /Ty TBOETO CO-
BETa, KaK MOCTYNATh C HUMH. X04eTCA BEPHTh, YTO ThI H caM
CKOpPO HeMaso obpajayelis HAC CBOMM DOMKECTBEHHBIM I10-
cemenuem. Ho BosBpamaioch K ceoemy nucbmy. Mrak, ne-
3app, Kak MHe OpITE? IloBceMecTHO npeciie/IoBaTH XPHCTH-
aH, Mpe/laBaThk UX CYAY U PO3BICKY, DO BHHA X OYEBH/IHA,
HJIH OTPAHHYHTHECA HEKOTOPBIMH CTPOTHUMH MepaMu? oy
TBOEro cosera, 00 camomy MHe 3Ty npobseMy He PelluTh.
Ha sToMm koHuaw. byas 3mopos.

Teou IInuauu CexyH».

TpasaH cBepHyJl MHCEMO H TIOJIOHJ ero Ha croi. B za-
AYMYHBOCTH OH IIpoluesicd Mo cnaabHe. IlpeapacceeTHbie
CYMepKH OKYTHIBaJIH PHM, ropoj cnaj, TOJBKO H3 BHBapHu-
€B TO M AeJio OB cablllleH JbBHHBIN peB. CerojHa Ha4asno
urp B Konuzee, 1 npeAcTosio UX OTKPHTE. «Jla, moxaryi,
CTPAaHHBIM COH H muchbMO [INHHHA 9eM-TO CBA3AHBI MEXKTY
cobo#. Hy:xHo uT0-TO O0TBeTHTh Cexynay. Ho uro? 3T1o moka
He SICHO», — AyMas TpasH.

JKu3Hp Hayuuaa uMneparopa u3berars MOCHeNIHbIX pe-
meHuH. B sagymuueocTH TpadH 3adyeprnHyJl rOpCTh 3epHA
M3 30JI0TOH Yallli, cToABIIEH Ha crose. K crony, BaxKHO me-
pefBHras Janamu, nogoiuest Genbiit ryck KpoToH. 9TOT rych
Be3Jie conmpoBokaan Tpasua u 6bw1 ero awbumuem. Hmne-
PaToOp CTaJl KOPMHTE €ro 3epHOM.

Tem BpeMeHeM yTpo Bce Oosplie 3aABJAIO0 O CBOUX Mpa-
Bax. Jlensb obeman 66ITh OroXkuM. PUM nipockinacs, Huve-
rO He 3Had 0 COMHEHHAX CBoero ummeparopa. OTKphIBaJIHCh
JIaBKH, KTO-TO YKe IOAMeTal YIHIY, I7le-TO MapIIHpOBaIn
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reap/eiiisl, pabbl CHEeIHIH BRINOJHHTE [1€PBbie IPHXOTH
cBomx rocno. lopoackas cyera Habupasa obopotsl. Ceroj-
HA OBLJI JIeHb OTKPBITHA MIP, H TOPOJl B BOJIHEHHH OXHaan
3Toro coOnITHA, KeHIHMHBI CHelIHJId NPHBECTH ceba B no-
PAZOK, MYKYHHBI CIIOPHJIH H YXKe ¢ yTpa JieJIaJii CTaBKH,
Kto-To sxnan nobene! AobHMOro raajHaTopa, KTo-To Ka-
saan yeueTs 60l co 3gepAamMH. Ho Beex obbeunAI0 01HO:
BCE CHEIIH/JIH MOCKOpell 3aKOHYHTh CBOH Je/1a U NPUHTH B
IHPK 3310110 /0 Havyaia. HyxxHo 6b110 3aHATE y100HO0€e Me-
cTo B 0bcyiuTh TO, 4TO OyAeT B IporpaMmme Hrp.

B aro Bpemsa TpasH npHHHUMAa BaHHY H, IOXKaJIYH, Blep-
BBI€ B JKH3HH Mo4TH He ayman o6 urpax. OHH ero copep-
[IEHHO He TPOraJii U He BOJHOBAJIH. 3aTO €ro BOJIHOBaJa
TpeBora, Ta caMas, 4TO 3aBJIajleJia MM HOYbIO BO BPEMA CHa.
OHa crajia eile cHJIbHee H CKHMaJa ero AyLly B CBOHX Liell-
KuX naneuax. OH He 3HAJI, KaK oT Hee U3DaBUTHCA, H YeM
DoJsipllle AyMan O HEH, TeM CHJIbHee OHa cTaHOBHJach. OH
He obpalasn BHHMaHHA Ha paboB, KOTOPBIE CYETHIHCH OKO-
JIO, IPHBOJIS €ro B MOPSAJIOK, TIIATENBHO YKJIAABIBAA BOJIOCH!
H cKIaakH ofexanl. OH HCKal yTellleHHA H YCIOKOEHHA H
MMO3TOMY BMECTO TOr0, YT0ObI OTIIPAaBUTECA B LIHPK, BeJieJl
otHecTH ceba B xpam IOnurepa.

PockomrHbie HOCHJIKH UMIIEpATOPa B OKPYKEHHH IIPETO-
PHAHLIEB BeJIHYECTBEHHO JABHHYIHCH B Xpam. Bcro popory
Tpasu ayman o nuckMe, noaydeHHoM oT Cexynga. OH B3N
ero ¢ coboil H MO AOpore TO H €0 MepedyuThIBa. «Kay
TBOero copera. Kak ObITE?» — CHOBA M CHOBa 3BY4YaJiO Y HETO
B FOJIOBE.

XpaM BCTpeTHJI NPOXJIaA0H H LEeJIOH TOJIOH >KPeroB.
BepxoBHBIH Kpel] ABHO He /1aJl CTOJIb PAHHEro BU3UTA HM-
neparopa, B ero rjasax 4yBCTBOBaJIaCh pACTEPAHHOCTD H TPE-
Bora. «Kak oH 3amckHBalole CMOTPHT Ha MeH:A, — NoayMall
Tpasn. — Iloxoxe, CHIBHBEIN HafleJIal A TYT II€PEnoJIoX».
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— IlpueercreyeMm Tebs, DOMECTBEHHBIH, — IOCIEIINHJI
cKas3aTh BEPXOBHBIH MKpeil.
— Jla 3ppaecrByeT ABrycr! — HECTPOHMHO NOJAXBATHIIN

OCTaJIbHBIE KPellbl.

TpasH c/ies1aJ1 UM HeTepreTHBbIH 3HaK PYKOH.

— Yro npueesno TebA K HaM CTOJIE paHo, DOXKeCcTBeHHBIH
ABrycT? — CIPOCHJI BEPXOBHBIH Xpell.

— §1 xouy npHHecTH *xepTBy IOnurepy nepea Urpamu.

— IloxsansHoe xenaHnue. [Iycrs ODornm npuHecyt Tebe
yAady.

— A xouy npHHeCTH B epTBY KpacHoro Obika. Bu-
THHHUH TOBOPHMJI, YV Bac ecTh 0CODBIH OBIK JUIA TaKoOro
JKEPTBOTIPHHOLLIEHHAL.

— Jla, boxecTBeHHEBIH, ecTh. Ho...

— Y10 «HO»? — HeTepneauso nepecnpocun TpasH.

— Jlesio B TOM, YTO CErojiHA HOYLI0 OBIK NIOPEAJ 1ellb, Ha
KOTOPYIO OB IIpHBA3aH, H Dexal.

— Kak bexan?

— Cam ToJaKOM He nmoimy. Knanyces H0mnuTepoMm, 310 Ha-
pasikaenue! lens Obl1a MpoYHa H KpemnKa, OH MOPBAJI ee B
Tpex MecTax, [10c/Ie Yero BBICTaBHJI BOpoTa M Dexan. Mbl
He MO)KeM ero HaiiTh. [oBOpAT, ero Buaenx Ha Kanurosaui-
ckom xonme vy ®opyma, u Ha HabepexHoit Tubpa, — ucmy-

raHHO OOBACHA HKpell.
— Tosopu! — TpasaH B rHeBe CXBATHJI €r0 33 TYHHKY. —

T'osopu! Knsinycs Goramu, st BRITPACY U3 TeDA BCe, YTO ThI

3HAellb.
— ... 1 MOYTH HHYero He 3HA boxecrseHHbIH. Ho...

— Yro «HO»!?
— Xpamosslii pab, on Buzes ObIKa.

— I'ne on?!
— Cefiuac, ceifuac! i, tam! IlosoBure Manxa! Jla

nobeicTpee!
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